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A Km} $tcf C**+ Sharon & Gary 

visited the 
Merced National 
Wildlife Refuge 
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Ross', snow, white-fronted 
and cackling Canada are the 
most common geese seen at 
Merced Refuge, with a peak 
populations of over 60.000. 
Geese flock to the grain f ieWs 
and pastures where they 
io. age for food. To roost, 
the geese relocate to the 
shallow, open-water areas 
Some geese that stop at the 
i ef uge are only tempor «ny 
visitors and continue fly»>g 
south to Mexico 




The lesser sandhill crane ts o 
mote visible birds at Merced » 
These cranes will spend their ei 
in the Central Valley, with asm 
1 5 000 on the refuge at one ti 
prefer to forage in pasture ar 
and roost in secure opw-w* 
Merced Refuge hosts the Cr- 
largest population o 



There were thousands 
of geese, ducks, herons, 
egrets and cranes which 
migrate here from as far 
north as the Arctic Circle. 






Linda tries to negotiate the 
right-angle-drainpipe-turn 



The highlight of each 
Easter is the dreaded 
Obstacle Course 
Easter Egg Race! 



-A A, tempts to remove her egg 
M t f rom tne Doat us ' n 9 ° n 'y a spoon 



Gary cursing his way 
through the course 



Sharon 
catapults 
her egg 
over the 
water 
hazard 
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Indian petroglyphs at 
Hospital Rock on the 
Kaweah River 
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After Sequoia Park, we stopped in 
Hanford, home of central California's 
best ice cream 




May 21, 2005 

The Norelma Walker Youth Library 
presents High Tea with "Beatrix Potter" 
as portrayed by Linda Spalding to 
benefit the UUCF Auction 




Savory bites, sweet treats and fine tea were 
prepared by Gerry Hughes and her sister Marie, 
Jo Fox, Pat Moore, Sharon Rossi and 
Denise Sciandra 








May 31,2005 
Gary, Alexis and Libby 
rehearsed their songs for 
the concert on June 4 




June 2, 2005 
The black pine near the pool 
had begun lifting the concrete 
sidewalk, so it was removed 




Sunday, June 19 
Gary got a bicycle 
for Father's Day 
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Friday, June 24 
The family visited Erica & Tony, Domenick 
and two week old baby Cameron in Tracy, CA 





July 24, 2005 

Amanda & Marc's "pool and patio" 
wedding engagement party 




Amanda & Marc reading 
the tags on their 
"Tree of Good Wishes" 
and looking at their 
hand-painted "red poppy" 
champagne glasses 



Everyone's enjoying the 
appetizers and music 





Mom & Dad 
toasting Amanda 
and Marc's wedding 
engagement 




July 26, 2005 

Sharon & Gary spent the day in 
Sequoia National Park. After admiring a 
view of Moro Rock, we visited the first of 
many giant redwood groves. 



Tharp's Log was inhabited for 
more than 30 summers in the 
1800's by a man who grazed 
his cattle in nearby Log Meadow. 




Log Meadow 



August 7, 2005 

The U.U. Potpourri featured performances 
by many talented church members including: 
(photography by Marc Rossi & Howard Watkins) 



Bill Murphy 




Larry Bassman 
Bill Murphy 
Don Gaede 
Max Bennet-Parker 




The "Home Gardening" group shared good company 
and a bounty of homemade dishes 



August 28, 2005 

After a 15 hour flight from Los Angeles, Sharon and Gary 
landed in Guangzhou, China early on Sunday morning. 
As guests of the Pearl River Piano Company, along with ten 
other dealers from the U.S.A and Canada, we checked in at 
the beautiful Dong Fang Hotel, then immediately set off to do 
some exploring on our own. Our walk to the provincial 
train station gave us our first look at this vibrant, noisy, 
friendly and teeming city. 







Pick your dinner 
while it's 
still swimming! 



The view from our 
taxi ride back 
to the hotel. 
Traffic was 
absolute chaos. 



Sunday night at 
the Gander 
Restaurant was the 
first of many 
spectacular meals. 
Twenty courses 
later, Mr. Tong of 
Pearl River Piano 
cuts the cake in 
honor of Al Rich's 
birthday. 







The period wax figures in 
one of the museums 
were stunning. 





These children are catching goldfish! 



For dinner, we were taken to 
a Thai restaurant on Shamian 
Island. The food was delicious, 
and we lost count of the 
number of courses that 
were served. The Chinese 
certainly know how to eat 
well, but the English naming 
of their restaurants needs 
a little work. 



August 30 - We visited the wood working factory today. Gary is 
standing in front of beautiful walnut logs that are native to China. 
Pearl River has acres and acres of wood air drying both in the open 
and under roof. The wood is then kiln dried before it is transformed 
into the various parts of a piano. 




August 31 - We toured the main facility, the largest piano factory in the world 




All the employees have the opportunity 
for a free music education. The wind 
ensemble, the ladies chorus and a 
terrific accordionist performed for 
all of us in the company concert hall. 




Dinner was another outstanding banquet at the gorgeous 
White Swan Hotel. Sharon and Gary are standing in front of 
a huge jade carving of a Chinese ship. 






September 1 - A tour company picked 
us up in the morning for a day of 
sightseeing. To the left, Sharon is 
standing in front of the Sun Yat Sen 
Memorial Hall. 




Second century 
Tomb of the 
Nanyue King 






September 2 - The piano dealers headed home today, while 
Sharon and Gary took a late morning train from Guangzhou 
to Hong Kong. That evening we visited the harborside of 
Kowloon looking across at the lights of Hong Kong Island. 




The harborside Avenue Of The Stars, with Jackie Chan's sidewalk star 
and an outdoor salsa dancing event! 
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Many buildings have a small 
altar out front. 

Hotels by the hour. Hmmm. 





Gary looks slightly 
dubious over his 
bowl of noodles 
and mystery meat. 



Gary did some hardcore bargaining 
at the Jade Market, but 




Sharon asked these cute kids to pose, 
then got mooned by the little girl at right! 



The Eaton Hotel was home 
for our ten days in Hong Kong. 



Canton Road 



Yau Tsim District 

Arts & Cultural Association 

Star House 

Star Ferry Pier 



September 5 - We 
took the subway 
to Tsim Tsa Shui for a ride to Hong Kong Island 
on the famous Star Ferry 




markets. 




We passed through an antiques market, then walked down 
several streets through the dried seafood, ginseng, bird's nest 
and herbal medicine 



Dried haunches of 
some animal laying 
right on the concrete 




Sea cucumbers drying on the street 






After a double-decker 
tram ride, we saw the 
contrast between the 
very upscale Landmark 
Shopping Center and the 
ribbon and fabric market 
of Pottinger Street. 







We rode the mid-levels 
escalator to the Soho district. 




Bamboo scaffolding is used everywhere in Hong Kong, 

even on the tallest buildings. 








We made a short stop at the zoo, then 
walked back to Soho for an Italian dinner 
at a trendy spot. The evening ended with 
the nightly light show on the Hong Kong 
waterfront as seen from Kowloon. 



September 6 - Sharon and Gary made the trek to Lantau 
Island to see the Big Buddha at the Po Lin Monastery. 






After a nice lunch at the vegetarian restaurant in the 
monastery, we made the 90 minute bus and train 
ride back to Hong Kong. 




September 8 - We started the day with a visit to Hong Kong Park. 
The first place we stopped was the Museum of Tea Ware. They had 
a fascinating display of teapots from this year's 
hong kong pottery competition. 



Tea Ware By Hong Kong Potters 2005 

16.3.2005-1 4.1 1.2005 
HHUUi 1/F Galleries 





The first prize winner was "Make tea, not war" 
featuring teapots of G.W. Bush and Bin Laden 
with teacups made from disarmed missiles. 




An afternoon rest at the hotel got us ready for a 
trip to the Jumbo Floating Restaurant in Aberdeen. 





September 9 - We rode the Peak Tram to the top for a bird's eye view 
of Hong Kong. The tram shut down for repairs while we were at The 
Peak, so we had a harrowing bus ride back down! 




One of our more "British Colonial" moments, 
high tea at the Peninsula Hotel 



September 10 & 11 - We spent both days exploring several museums, including the Hong Kong 
Museum of Art and the Hong Kong History Museum. Evenings were spent dining well and relaxing. 




September 18, 2005 

"What I Did On My Summer Vacation" party 




Alexis and 
Scarlet relaxing 



Grover shooting a 
documentary of 
the party 
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Lots of folks brought photos 
of their trips on CDs that 
we watched on the television 



Amanda & Atticus having fun 




Alexis prepared 
the international 
foods dinner 
and Ivy made 
three flavors of 
mousse for 
dessert 





L October 5, 2005 



Gary, Sharon, Alexis, Ivy & Linda 
* # visited the Big Fresno Fair 



The big winner! 



We ate a variety of junk food at the fair. 

Ill 





Ivy won three 
blue ribbons, one for 
her famous lemon 
cheesecake. 




October 29, 2005 

Halloween party at Tom & Libby's! 



Amanda with her sister 
Katie and Katie's 
boyfriend Ande 




Libby as 
a bird in a I 
gilded cage 




Tom, as a 
modern viking 



Alexis, fresh 
from the grave 
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November 27, 2005 
After Gary played for 
services at the Sunnyvale 
UU Church, Sharon and 
Gary visited the 
Rosicrucian 
Egyptian Museum 
and Planetarium 
in nearby San Jose 







Alexis' 
"Gold Label" 
Christmas cookies! 



Ivy's 
molten lava 
chocolate dessert! 



December 22, 2005 
Joey, Petrina & Joelle Pinto 
with their new puppy Coconut 
getting in the Christmas spirit. 




December 23, 2005 
Christmas in Carmel 
with Santa arriving in 1 
his MINI Cooper. ^ 






December 24, 2005 

Gary, Sharon & Alexis performed in the 
Unitarian Universalist Holiday Home 
Companion variety show on 
Christmas Eve. 




Gary performed solo and accompanied 
many of the acts throughout the evening. 




The "Jingle Belles", Sharon 
Rossi, Alexis Rossi and 
Beverly Gibson sang and 
danced to "Christmas Island." 
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December 25, 2005 - After Gary played for 
services at the UU church, the whole 
family celebrated Christmas at home. 
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Santa brought mugs 
for everyone! 





